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BIOGRAPHY 
 

Prof. Dr. Ramon Pacheco Pardo is the KF-VUB Korea Chair at the 
Centre for Security, Diplomacy and Strategy of Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel (CSDS - VUB) and Professor of International Relations at 
King’s College London. Prof Pacheco Pardo is also Adjunct Fellow 
(Non-Resident) with the Korea Chair at CSIS, Scientific Council 
member at Elcano Royal Institute, Steering Committee member at 
CSCAP EU, Advisory Committee member at Jeju Forum and Advisory 
Committee member at the Reset Korea Campaign of JoongAng Ilbo. 
He has held visiting positions at Korea University, the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy and Melbourne University. 
 
Prof Pacheco Pardo has participated in track 1.5 and 2 dialogues 
with China, Japan, North Korea, South Korea and the United States. 
He has testified before the European Parliament and consulted and 
advised NATO, the OECD and the governments of Canada, the EU, 
South Korea, Spain, the UK and the United States, as well as several 
private firms, among others. Prof Pacheco Pardo is a regular 
columnist with El Pais and JoongAng Ilbo. He is also a frequent 
media commentator on North East Asian and Indo-Pacific affairs 
and Europe-East Asia and Europe-Indo-Pacific relations. 
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 Books  
 
2025 Startup Capitalism: New Approaches to Innovation Strategies in East Asia 

(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2025) - with Klingler-Vidra, R. 
 
2024  North Korea: Survival of a Political Dynasty (London: Agenda Publishing, 2024). 
 
2023 Korea: A New History of South and North (New Haven: Yale University Press, 

2023) – with Cha, V. 
 
2023 South Korea’s Grand Strategy: Making Its Own Destiny (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2023). 
 
2023 The Oxford Handbook of South Korean Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2023) – with Han, J. and Cho, Y. (eds.). 
 
2022 Shrimp to Whale: South Korea from the Forgotten War to K-Pop (London and 

New York: Hurst and Oxford University Press, 2022). 
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2022 Cybersecurity Policy in the EU and South Korea from Consultation to Action: 
Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022) - 
with Boulet, G. and Reiterer, M. (eds.). 

 
2021 The Routledge Handbook of Europe-Korea Relations (London: Routledge, 2021) – 

with Casarini, N., Fiori, A., Kim, N-K. and Lee, J. (eds.). 
 
2019 North Korea-US Relations from Kim Jong Il to Kim Jong Un, 2nd ed. (London: 

Routledge, 2019). 
 
2015 Non-Traditional Security in East Asia: A Regime Approach (London: Imperial 

College Press, 2015) – with Reeves, J. (eds.). 
 
2014 North Korea-US Relations under Kim Jong Il: The Quest for Normalization? 

(London: Routledge, 2014). 
 
2014 Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy (Abingdon: Routledge, 2014) – with 

Cantalapiedra, D.G. (eds.). 
 
2013 Dirty Cities: Towards A Political Economy of the Underground in Global Cities 

(London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) – with Clarkson, A. and Talani, L.S. (eds.). 
 
2013 After Liberalism? The Future of Liberalism in International Relations (London: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) – with Friedman, R. and Oskanian, K. (eds.). 
 
 Journal articles 
 
2025 “Beyond Hedging? Japanese and South Korean Responses to US-China 

Competition”, Asian Survey (early online view) - with Jing, B., Jo, E.A. and Koga, 
R. 

 
2025 “South Korea’s Resilient Democracy”, Survival, 67(4) (2025): 95-112. 
 
2025 “Communicating the Societal Value of the Entrepreneurial University: Evidence 

from South Korea”, Technology in Society, (early online view) – with Chalmers, A. 
and Klingler-Vidra, R. 

 
2025 “South Korea-Europe Relations: From Distant Strangers to Close Partners”, Korea 

Observer, 56(1) (2025): 77-95. 
 
2024 “Bridging Developmental State and Entrepreneurial State Theory: A Typology of 

Startup Policies’ Incumbent Firm Benefits”, Journal of Asian Public Policy, 17(3) 
(2024): 524-540 - with Klingler-Vidra, R. 

 
2024 “La Peninsula Coreana: Dos Sistemas Diferentes, Un Conflicto Latente y la 

Politica Exterior y de Defensa de Yoon Suk-yeol” (‘The Korean Peninsula: Two 
Different Systems, A Latent Conflict and the Foreign Policy of Yoon Suk-yeol’), 
Boletin IEEE, 32 (2024): 375-401. 

 
2024 “Author’s Response: A Tale of South Korea, Middle Powers, and Grand Strategy”, 

Asia Policy, 19(1) (2024): 157-159. 
 
2023 “South Korea’s Economic Security: Prospects for Greater Cooperation with 

India”, The Journal of Indian and Asian Studies, 4(2) (2023). 
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2023 “South Korea: Siding with the West and Distancing from Russia”, International 
Politics, 60 (2023): 1113-1333 - with Kim, S. 

 
2023 “Asia and Latin America Relations in the Twenty-First Century: A Review”, 

Colombia Internacional, 113 (2023): 3-21 - with Urrego Sandoval, C. 
 
2022 “Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine and China-North Korea Relations: Stronger Weak-

Great Power Alignment”, Asian Survey, 62(5-6) (2022): 920-944 - with Kim, Y-I. 
 
2021 “Pyongyang’s Failure: Explaining North Korea’s Inability to Normalize Diplomatic 

Relations with the United States”, Asia Policy, 16(1) (2021): 97-127. 
 
2020 “Legitimate Social Purpose and South Korea’s Support for Entrepreneurial 

Finance since the Asian Financial Crisis”, New Political Economy, 25(3) (2020): 
337-353 - with Klingler-Vidra, R. 

 
2019 “Beyond the Chaebol? The Social Purpose of Entrepreneurship Promotion in 

South Korea”, Asian Studies Review, 43(4) (2019): 637-656 - with Klingler-Vidra, R. 
 
2019 “The Entrepreneurial Developmental State: What Is the Perceived Impact of 

South Korea’s Creative Economy Action Plan on Entrepreneurial Activity”, Asian 
Studies Review, 43(2) (2019): 313-331 - with Klingler-Vidra, R. 

 
2019 “The Role of London and Frankfurt in Supporting the Internationalization of the 

Chinese Renminbi”, New Political Economy, 24(4) (2019): 530-545 - with Knoerich, 
J. and Yuanfang, L. 

 
2018 “Europe’s Financial Security and Chinese Economic Statecraft: The Case of the 

Belt and Road Initiative”, Asia Europe Journal, 16(3) (2018): 237-250.  
 
2018 “Talks, Markets and Recognition? Addressing the North Korean Nuclear 

Conundrum”, Seton Hall Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations, 18(1) 
(2018): 62-72. 

 
2018 “Rise of Complementarity between Global and Regional Financial Institutions: 

Perspectives from Asia”, Global Policy, 9(2) (2018): 231-243 - with Rana, P.B. 
 
2015 “Complementarity between Regional and Global Financial Governance 

Institutions: The Case of ASEAN+3 and the Global Financial Safety Net”, Global 
Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International Organizations, 21(3) 
(2015): 413-433 - with Rana, P.B. 

 
2015 “East Asia and the EU: The Unavoidable Partnership”, AEI Insights: An 

International Journal of Asia-Europe Relations, 1(1) (2015): 1-17. 
 
2014 “Weak Power Bargaining with China: Mongolia and North Korea in Comparative 

Perspective”, Journal of Contemporary China, 23(90) (2014): 1152-1173 - with 
Reeves, J. 

 
2014 “The Bush Administration and North Korea: Explaining Policy Change through 

Soft Balancing”, Korean Journal of Defense Analysis, 26(3) (2014): 333-349. 
 
2014 “Guided by Identities? A Constructivist Approach to Sino-American Relations”, 

Estudos Internacionais: Revista de Relações Internacionais, 2(1) (2014): 39-60. 
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2014 “EU-China Relations in Financial Governance: Cooperation, Convergence or 
Competition?”, Asia Europe Journal, 12(1-2) (2014): 63-77. 

 
2014 “Introduction: Convergence and Divergence between the EU and China”, Asia 

Europe Journal, 12(1-2) (2014): 1-3 – with Men, J. 
 
2013 “Parsing China’s Power: Sino-Mongolian and Sino-DPRK Relations in Comparative 

Perspective”, International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 13(3) (2013): 449-477 - 
with Reeves, J. 

 
2013 “EU-East Asia Relations: Effects of the Global Financial and Eurozone Debt 

Crises”, Perceptions: Journal of International Affairs, 18(1) (2013): 33-52. 
 
2012 “China and Northeast Asia’s Regional Security Architecture: The Six-Party Talks 

as a Case of Chinese Regime-Building?”, East Asia: An International Quarterly, 
29(4) (2012): 337-354. 

 
2012 “EU Membership and the Europeanization of Spanish Political Parties”, 

International Journal of Iberian Studies, 25(1) (2012): 3-19. 
 
2012 “Leadership, Decision-making and Governance in the EU and East Asia: Crisis and 

Post-crisis”, Asia Europe Journal, 9(2) (2012): 77-90. 
 
2012 “Normal Power Europe: Non-proliferation and the Normalization of the EU’s 

Foreign Policy”, Journal of European Integration, 34(1) (2012): 1-18. 
 
2012 “Introduction: Leadership, Decision-making and Governance in the EU and East 

Asia: Crisis and Post-crisis”, Asia Europe Journal, 9(2) (2012): 73-76. 
 
2010 “Editors’ Introduction: After Liberalism?”, Millennium: Journal of International 

Studies, 38(3) (2010): 499-508 - with Friedman, R. and Oskanian, K. 
 
2009 “The Political Weakness of the EU in East Asia: A Constructivist Approach”, Asia 

Europe Journal, 7(2) (2009): 265-280. 
 
 Book chapters 
  
2023 “EU-East Asia and EU-Korea Connectivity”, in Kim, S, and Reiterer, M (eds.), 

Connecting Europe and Asia: Security, Economy and Mobility (Seoul: Huine, 2023): 
87-101. 

 
2023 “Foreign Policy”, in Han, J, Pacheco Pardo, R, and Cho, Y (eds.) The Oxford 

Handbook of South Korean Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023): 529-
545. 

 
2023 “Introduction: South Korean Politics after Transitions”, in Han, J, Pacheco Pardo, 

R, and Cho, Y (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of South Korean Politics (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2023): 3-16 - with Han, J. and Cho, Y. 

 
2022 “The US and North Korea: The Nuclear Problem that Refuses to Go Away”, in 

Turner, O, Nymalm, N, and Aslam, W (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of US 
Foreign Policy in the Indo-Pacific (London: Routledge, 2022): 212-225. 
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2022 “Historic Showmanship between Trump and Kim Jong-un: The Possible 

Normalization of US-North Korean Summitry”, in Snyder, S A, and Park, K-A 
(eds.), North Korea’s Foreign Policy: The Kim Jong-un Regime in a Hostile World 
(Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2022): 107-123. 

 
2022 “Conclusion: From Words to Deeds”, in Boulet, G, Reiterer, M, and Pacheco Pardo, 

R (eds.) in Cybersecurity Policy in the EU and South Korea from Consultation to 
Action: Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2022): 269-284 - with Boulet, G. and Reiterer, M. 

 
2022 “Introduction”, in Boulet, G, Reiterer, M, and Pacheco Pardo, R (eds.) 

Cybersecurity Policy in the EU and South Korea from Consultation to Action: 
Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022): 1-
14 - with Boulet, G. and Reiterer, M. 

 
2022 “International Monetary and Economic Development Architecture: 

Complementarity Between Global and Regional Institutions”, in Rana, P B, and Ji, 
X (eds.), From Centralised to Decentralising Global Economic Architecture: The 
Asian Perspective (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022): 49-85 - with B. Rana, P.B. 

 
2021   “Contemporary EU-Korea Relations: 1991-2020”, in Casarini, N, Fiori, A, Kim, N-k, 

and Lee, J-s (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Europe-Korea Relations (London: 
Routledge, 2021): 32-44. 

 
2021 “Introduction: A Multi-Faceted and Multi-Layered Relationship”, in Casarini, N, 

Fiori, A, Kim, N-k, and Lee, J-s (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Europe-Korea 
Relations (London: Routledge, 2021): 1-5 - with Casarini, N. and Fiori, A. 

 
2021 “Europe and the North Korean Conundrum: Navigating the China-South Korea-

United States Triangle”, in Biba, S, and R Wolf (eds), Europe in an Era of Growing 
Sino-American Competition: Coping with an Unstable Triangle (London: 
Routledge, 2021): 107-120. 

 
2021 “Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament on the Korean Peninsula: 

Perspectives of EU and South Korea”, in Casarini, N (ed), EU-Korea Security 
Relations (London: Routledge, 2021): 33-54 – with Kim, J. 

 
2020 “Spanish Foreign Policy”, in Muro, D, and Lago, I (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

Spanish Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020): 651-667. 
 
2019 “United We Stand? South Korea-China Economic Relations and The Political 

(Non-)Divide”, in Milani, M, Fiori, A, and Dian, M (eds), The Korean Paradox: 
Domestic Political Divide and Foreign Policy in South Korea (London: Routledge, 
2019): 106-121. 

 
2017 “The EU and the Korean Peninsula: Diplomatic Support, Economic Aid and 

Security Cooperation”, in Casarini, N (ed), Promoting Security Cooperation and 
Trustbuilding in Northeast Asia: The Role of the European Union (Rome: Edizioni 
Nuova Cultura, 2017): 153-167. 

 
2017 “China, Japan, and Economic Security Competition (and Cooperation) in the Asia 

Pacific”, in Reeves, J, Hornung, J, and Lynn Nankivell, K (eds), Chinese-Japanese 
Competition and the East Asian Security Complex: Vying for Influence (London: 
Routledge, 2017): 71-85. 
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2015 “Conclusion: Regimes and East Asian Security”, in Pacheco Pardo, R, and Reeves, 

J (eds), Non-Traditional Security in East Asia: A Regime Approach (London: 
Imperial College Press, 2015): 191-198 – with Reeves, J. 

 
2015 “The Quest for Economic Security in East Asia”, in Pacheco Pardo, R, and Reeves, 

J (eds), Non-Traditional Security in East Asia: A Regime Approach (London: 
Imperial College Press, 2015): 119-141. 

 
2015 “Introduction”, in Pacheco Pardo, R, and Reeves, J (eds), Non-Traditional 

Security in East Asia: A Regime Approach (London: Imperial College Press, 2015): 
xiii-xx – with Reeves, J.  

 
2014 “Spain and Asia: Towards a Closer Relationship”, in Garcia Cantalapiedra, D, and 

Pacheco Pardo, R (eds), Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy (London: 
Routledge, 2014): 165-179. 

 
2014 “Introduction: Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy”, in Garcia Cantalapiedra, D, 

and Pacheco Pardo, R (eds), Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy (London: 
Routledge, 2014) 1-12 – with Cantalapiedra, D.G. 

 
2014 “Lips and Teeth? China and Northeast Asia”, in Kane, T M (ed), China and 

International Security (Westport: Praeger, 2014): 121-148. 
 
2014 “The EU and the G2: Is a G3 Possible?”, in Men, J, and Shen, W (eds), The EU, the 

US and China – Towards a New International Order? (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 
2014): 64-81. 

 
2013 “Dandong and Sinuiju: The Sino-North Korean Border Shadow Economy”, in 

Clarkson, A, Pacheco Pardo, R, and Talani (eds), L S, Dirty Cities: Towards A 
Political Economy of the Underground in Global Cities (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013): 89-109. 

 
2013 “Conclusion”, in Friedman, R, Oskanian, K, and Pacheco Pardo, R (eds), After 

Liberalism? The Future of Liberalism in International Relations (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013): 288-297 – with Friedman, R. and Oskanian, K. 

 
2013 “Introduction”, in Friedman, R, Oskanian, K, and Pacheco Pardo, R (eds), After 

Liberalism? The Future of Liberalism in International Relations (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013): 1-11 – with Friedman, R. and Oskanian, K. 

 
2013 “The European Union and the Republic of Korea: Regulatory Approaches to Arms 

Trade and Control and to Counterterrorism”, in Marx, A, et al. (eds), EU-Korea 
Relations in a Changing World (Leuven and Seoul: Leuven Centre for Global 
Governance Studies at KU Leuven & Graduate School of International Studies at 
Seoul National University, 2013): 143-166 – with Dongmin, S. 

 
2011 “From Miracle to Crash? The Impact of the Global Financial Crisis on Spain”, in 

Della Posta, P, and Talani, L S (eds), Europe and the Financial Crisis (London: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011): 165-182. 

 
2010 “The Rise of China and the Discrepancy of Chinese Foreign Policy”, in Shen, S, 

and Blanchard, J-M F (eds), Multidimensional Diplomacy of Contemporary China 
(Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2010): 71-97. 
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2008 “EU and UK WMD Counterproliferation Policies”, with Jorge Lasmar, in RINSA & 
KNDU (eds), 2008 국제공동연구프로젝트 (2008 International Joint Research 
Projects) (Seoul: Research Institute on National Security Affairs & Korea National 
Defense University, 2008): 250-275 – with Lasmar, J. 

 


