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Prof. Dr. Michael Reiterer is Distinguished Professor at the Centre for
Security, Diplomacy and Strategy (CSDS) of the VUB; and honorary
founding editor of the CSDS policy brief series. Michael Reiterer
pursued his academic career always in parallel to his diplomatic one
at the Austrian and then European service. After graduating as Dr. jur.
from the University of Innsbruck (1978), post-graduate studies at

the Johns Hopkins University/Bologna Centre (Diploma 1979) and

the Graduate Institute for International Studies in Geneva (Diploma
1983), participation in the French-speaking course of the The Hague
Academy of International Law (1981), were further stepping stones to
his habilitation (PhD equivalent) in International Politics at the
University of Innsbruck (2005, Institute for Political Science)
focussing on EU-Asia relations. EU foreign policy, EU-Asia relations in
particular with Japan and Korea, the Indo-Pacific, inter-regionalism,
security issues, new forms of diplomacy including cyber diplomacy,
economic security, human rights are now the main focus of his
research, having previously published extensively on international
trade law and relations including WTO, trade and environment and
the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).

Adjunct professor for international politics at University of
Innsbruck; Webster University, Vienna; Libera Universita
Internazionale degli Studi Sociali “Guido Carli” (LUISS),

Rome; Danube University, Krems/Austria. Guest Professorships

at the Graduate School of International
Relations/Ritsumeikan/Kyoto and Asia Pacific University/Beppu
2023/24 and 2025/26; March 2022 online at the Law Faculty of
Ritsumeikan University, April-July 2022 in situ at Kobe University as
well as previously in 2014, 2015; Keio University (2008), the Graduate
School of Political Science, Tokyo Japan. Guest lectures i.a. at Waseda
University, International Christian University, University of Tokyo,
University of Foreign Languages, Hitosobashi University, Aoyama
University, Hosei University, Sophia University (Tokyo); Kyushu
University, Kyushu Sangyo University (Fukuoka), Doshisha University
(Kyoto), Kyoto University, Kwansei University, Setsuma University,
Osaka University; Kagawa University, University of Oita, Kyushu
University. Republic of Korea: i.a. Seoul National, Korea University,
Yonsei University; Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS);
Kyung Hee University; Ewa Womens University/ Seoul; Wonkwang
University/Iksan, Busan National University. 2025 Erskine Fellowship
at the University of Canterbury/Christchurch, New Zealand.
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In September 2020 he retired from the European Diplomatic

Service (European External Action Service-EEAS) as Ambassador
plenipotentiary and extraordinary of the European Union to the
Republic of Korea (2017-2020); previous posts incl. Ambassador to
Switzerland and the Principality of Liechtenstein (2007-2011), Deputy
Head of Mission/Minister at the EU Delegation to Japan (2002-2006),
Counsellor in charge of ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) at the European
Commission (1998-2001), Minister Counsellor at the Austrian
Permanent Representation to the EU (1997-1998), Counsellor at the
Austrian Permanent Representation to the GATT (1990-1992), Austrian
Deputy Trade Commissioner for West Africa (out of Ivory Coast, 1982-
1984) and to Japan (1985-1988). He co-chaired the Joint Group of
Trade and Environment Experts at the OECD, served as panellist in
the WTO dispute settlement and was a member of the European
Economic and Social Committee.

PUBLICATIONS

Monographs

The European Union in Asia and the Indo-Pacific: international cooperation in the
era of great fransformation and mounting security challenges. Lausanne, Jean
Monnet Foundation for Europe, Debates and Documents Collection, issue 31,
December 2023; open access at https://jean-monnet.ch/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/23-12-eu-asia-indopacific-m-reiterer-cdd-31.pdf ISBN
2786-7718-9-77286-71991

Asia and Europe: Do They Meet? Reflections on the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).
World Scientific/ASEF, Singapore, 2002; 271 p.

The Protection of Refugees by Their State of Asylum. Wien, Wilhelm Braumdiiller
Universitatsverlag, 1984; 114 p. (Abhandlung zu Fllchtlingsfragen, vol. XVI); 2
edition under preparation, Nomos (2027).

Co-authored volumes

“Korea-EU Cooperation: Moving to the Next Level”. Kim Chang-beom, Ramon
Pacheco Pardo, Michael Reiterer (eds.) KF-VUB Korea Chair Report. April 2022; at
https://brussels-school.be/publications/other-publications/korea-eu-
cooperation-moving-next-level

The EU’s Indo-Pacific Strategy: Prospects for Cooperation with South Korea. KF-
VUB Korea Chair Report, September 2021; Co-authors Linde Desmaele,
Maximilian Ernst, Tongfi Kim, Ramon Pacheco Pardo; https://brussels-
school.be/sites/default/files/KF%20VUB%20Korea%20Chdir%20The%20EUs%201
ndo%20Pacific%20Strategy.pdf

Co-edited volumes

Gertjan Boulet, Michael Reiterer, Ramon Pacheco Pardo (eds.). Cybersecurity
Policy in the EU and South Korea from Consultation to Action. Theoretical and
Comparative Perspectives. Palgrave, 2022.
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-08384-6 ISBN: 978-3-031-
08383-9

Shiong Kim, Michael Reiterer (eds.) Connecting Europe and Asia: Security,
Economy and Mobility. Huine HUFS University Press, Seoul, 2023. ISBN 979-11-
5901-713-1 93340

Articles, Chapters and Contributions

“South Korea” Chapter co-authored with Kim So Jeong. George Christou,
Wilhelm Vosse, Joe Burton, Joachim Koops (eds). The Palgrave Handbook on
Cyber Diplomacy. palgrave macmillan 2025; pp. 593-612. ISBN 978-3-031-93385-1

“NATO Summit in The Hague with IP4 Summit”. Korea on Point. 30 June 2025; at
https://koreaonpoint.org/articles/article detail.ohp?idx=433

“EU Cyber Diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific: Pick Up Speed and Strengthen Set-Up”.
Policy Science in Commemoration of Professor Noriko Yasue. Vol. 32/5, 2025;
Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto; pp.15-38; at https://csds.vub.be/publication/eu-
cvber-diplomacy-in-the-indo-pacific-pick-up-speed-and-strengthen-set-up/ ;
https://ritsumei.repo.nii.ac.jp/records/2002574

“European Historical Reconciliation and East Asia: Implications, Lessons,
Interests and Roles” in Kimie Hara (Author, Editor) Reconciliation and Symbiosis
in East Asia from Comparative Perspectives (Studies in International Relations in
East Asia), 2025; pp.305-330. Pandora Press ISBN-13: 978-1-77873-026-9

“Introduction to Conference on Perspectives for cooperation of Japan and South

Korea to stabilize the volatile security situation - Bilateral and multilateral

aspects”. November 2023; Ritsumeikan Kokusai Kenkyu, vol. 37/3, February 2025;

at

https://ritsumei.repo.nii.ac.jp/search?page=1&size=20&sort=custom_sort&search
type=2&q=1743660773761

“Navigating the Indo-Pacific: Strategic Priorities for the New EU Leadership”. Co-
authors Giulia Tercovich, Antonio Calcara, Daniel Fiott, Ramon Pacheco Pardo,
Eva Pejsova, Luis Simén. CSDS Policy Brief 30/2024, 28 October 2024, at
https://csds.vub.be/publication/navigating-the-indo-pacific-strategic-priorities-
for-the-new-eu-leadership/

“In between International Orders - An Era of Instability: The Need for a Reform
Agenda and a New Narrative”. WIIW, Policy Notes and Reports 75, May 2024; at
In between International Orders - An Era of Instability: The Need for a Reform
Agenda and a New Narrative; at https://wiiw.ac.at/in-between-international-
orders--an-era-of-instability-the-need-for-a-reform-agenda-and-a-new-
narrative-dip-6836.pdf

“The Economic Security Tightrope: EU Economic Security Strategy, Friend-
Shoring, and European Relations with Indo-Pacific States”. Co-author Lee II-
houng. The Journal of East Asian Affairs, issue (36.2) 2024; pp. 169-217; at
https://www.inss.re.kr/en/publications/bbs/joeaa_en_view.do?ntt1d=41037147&
bbsld=joeaa_ en&page=1&searchCnd=1&searchWrd= (open source)

“NATO and the Republic of Korea: The AP4 in the Indo-Pacific”. 38 North, 9 April
2024; at https://bit.ly/43UAhyr
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“Cyber Security - pilot project for security cooperation between the EU and South
Korea”. Korea Europe Review, Issue 5, December 2023; DOI
https://doi.org/10.48770/ker.2023.n05.30 ; at https://www.korea-europe-
review.org/index.php/ker/article/view/30/38

“Looking at 2083: Perspectives for EU-Korea Relations”, in Kim Sihong, Lee
Moosung, Nicola Casarini, Eric J. Ballbach (eds.) 60 Years of EU-Korea Relations,
1963-2023, HUFS, 2023; pp. 253-270. ISBN979-11-7199-3. Open source:
https://overseas.mofa.go.kr/be-ko/brd/m_26586/view.do?seq=1&page=1

“La Union Europea en Asia: cooperacion internacional en la era de las grandes
transformaciones y los retos de seguridad”. Asia Oriental, la interdependencia
como causa de confllicto. Instituto Espariol de Estudios Estratégicos, Cuadernos
de Estrategia 219, 2023; pp. 217-256. ISBN 978-84-9091-787-9 ; ISSN 2952-3443
(online) ; at https://publicaciones.defensa.gob.es/asia-oriental-la-
interdependencia-como-causa-de-conflicto-libros-pdf.html

“The Indo-Pacific taking centre-stage for the EU’s security policy”. Zeitschrift fur
Europarecht (EuZz), 07/23, I1-I 18; at https://eizpublishing.ch/wp-
content/uploads/2023/08/EuZ-07-2023-Hakenberg-Reiterer-V1_02-20230824.pdf

“From Connectivity to Global Gateway, from Asia to the Indo-Pacific - building
an Inclusive Liberal International Order” in Shiong Kim, Michael Reiterer (eds.)
Connecting Europe and Asia: Security, Economy and Mobility. HUFS University
Press, 2023. ISBN 979-11-5901-713-1 93340; pp.11-22.

“The think tank scene in Europe has a very national or local bias”. Interview with
Karel Lanoo. CSDS-SWJ Strategy Debrief 3/2023. https://brussels-
school.be/sites/default/files/CSDS-SWJ%20Strategic%20Debrief%20Lannoo.pdf

“The EU as a Defender of the Liberal International Order and the Rule of Law” in
Masahisa Deguchi, Kimio Yakushiji (eds.) Europe and Asia as a Legal Area for
Fundamental Rights. Ritsumeikan University Conference Proceedings, Springer,
2023. ISBN 978-981-19-7541-7. pp. 65-76.

“The Primacy of EU Law Over National Law: Rule of Law Contested—Reflections
on the Case of the Polish Constitutional Court” in Masahisa Deguchi, Kimio
Yakushiji (eds.) Europe and Asia as a Legal Area for Fundamental Rights.
Ritsumeikan University Conference Proceedings, Springer, 2023. ISBN 978-981-
19-7541-7. pp. 77-91.

“EU Cyber Diplomacy: Value- and Interest-Driven Foreign Policy with New Focus
on the Indo-Pacific”, in Boulet, Reiterer, Pacheco (eds.), Cybersecurity Policy in
the EU and South Korea from Consultation to Action. Theoretical and
Comparative Perspectives. Palgrave, 2022; pp. 17-39.
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-08384-6_2

“Conclusion: From Words to Deeds”, co-authors Boulet, Pacheco, in Boulet,
Reiterer, Pacheco (eds.), Cybersecurity Policy in the EU and South Korea from
Consultation to Action. Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives. Palgrave,
2022; pp. 269-284. https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-08384-
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«Die Aufienpolitik gegenliber den Staaten Asiens» (Austrian Foreign Policy vis-a-
vis the States of Asia) in Martin Senn, Franz Eder, Markus Kornprobst (eds.).
Handbuch AuBenpolitik Osterreichs (Handbook of Austria’s Foreign Policy),
Springer, 2022; pp. 663-667; open access at
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/978-3-658-37274-3_31.pdf

“Climate Change and the EU’s and South Korea’s New Green Deals: Greenwash or
Actions?”. KIEP (Korea Institute for International Economic Policy). Challenges
and Opportunities of Korea’s Foreign Policy as a Developed Country. Policy
Analysis 22-01; 2022; pp. 53-75; at
https://www.nkis.re.kr:4445/subject_viewl.do?otpId=OTP_0000000000010358&0
tpSeq=0&menuNo=203001#none https://www.nkis.re.kr/preview.do

“The Crumbling Edifice of Global Peace” in Ursula Werther-Pietsch (ed.)
Envisioning Peace in a Time of War. facultas, 2022; pp. 19-40.

“Answering the bell — Japan’s Indo-Pacific leadership aspirations”. Co-authored
with Mason Richey. East Asia Forum. 2 August 2022; at
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/08/02/answering-the-bell-japans-indo-
pacific-leadership-aspirations/

“Regional trade agreements in the Indo Pacific does the EU risk losing sight of
their importance?” CSDS Policy Brief 1/2022, 28 January 2022; at
https://brussels-school.be/sites/default/files/CSDS%20Policy%20brief 2201.pdf

“Comments on EU-ASEAN Relations in the Context of Multilateralism”. The
Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace. Outcome Report on Facilitating
Multilateralism: EU-Cambodia ASEAN Dialogue. 2021; pp. 65-68; at
https://cicp.org.kh/publications/facilitating-multilateralism-eu-cambodia-asean-

dialogue/

“The European Union and regional integration in Northeast Asia” in Nicola
Casarini, Antonio Fiori, Nam-Kook Kim, Jae-Seung Lee, Ramon Pacheco Pardo
(eds.) The Routledge Handbook of Europe-Korea Relations. Routledge 2021. pp.
307-324.

“A China policy is not an Asia policy, but no Asia policy is without a China policy”.
EUI, Policy Briefs, 2021/50, Global Governance Programme, EU-Asia Project,
Europe in the World; at https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/72925

“Security Governance in Regional and Global Governance - Japan and the EU”.
Dimitri Vanoverbeke/Jan Wouters/Eiji Ogawa/Kolja Raube (eds.) Japan, the
European Union and Global Governance. E. Elgar, 2021; pp. 178-200.

“The EU and the US in search of Common Ground: Extending the Transatlantic to
an Indo-Pacific Partnership?” CSDS Policy Brief nr. 4, 14 April 2021 (co-author
Ramon Pacheco Pardo); at https://brussels-
school.be/sites/default/files/CSDS%20Policy%20brief 2104 0.pdf

“EU Security Policy After COVID: Walking the Talk or Losing Credibility” CSDS
Policy Brief 1/2021, 24 February 2021; at https://brussels-
school.be/publications/policy-briefs/policy-brief-eu-security-policy-after-covid-
walking-talk-or-losing



https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/978-3-658-37274-3_31.pdf
https://www.nkis.re.kr:4445/subject_view1.do?otpId=OTP_0000000000010358&otpSeq=0&menuNo=203001#none
https://www.nkis.re.kr:4445/subject_view1.do?otpId=OTP_0000000000010358&otpSeq=0&menuNo=203001#none
https://www.nkis.re.kr/preview.do
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/08/02/answering-the-bell-japans-indo-pacific-leadership-aspirations/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/08/02/answering-the-bell-japans-indo-pacific-leadership-aspirations/
https://cicp.org.kh/publications/facilitating-multilateralism-eu-cambodia-asean-dialogue/
https://cicp.org.kh/publications/facilitating-multilateralism-eu-cambodia-asean-dialogue/
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/72925
https://brussels-school.be/publications/policy-briefs/policy-brief-eu-security-policy-after-covid-walking-talk-or-losing
https://brussels-school.be/publications/policy-briefs/policy-brief-eu-security-policy-after-covid-walking-talk-or-losing
https://brussels-school.be/publications/policy-briefs/policy-brief-eu-security-policy-after-covid-walking-talk-or-losing

“EU security interests in the Korean Peninsula”. The Defence Horizon Journal,19
February 2021; at https://www.thedefencehorizon.org/post/eu-security-
interests-in-the-korean-peninsula

“Preventive diplomacy and crisis management in EU-Korea security relations”,
Co-author Hae-won Jun. Nicola Casarini (ed.) EU-Korea Security Relations.
Routledge Focus, 2021; pp. 98 - 119.

“The European Union and Security Cooperation: Bringing Northeast Asia into
Focus”. Global Asia, The East Asia Institute, Seoul, 10 November 2020, DOI
10.1080/00323187.2019.1640070; at
https://www.globalnk.org/commentary/view?cd=COM000044
https://www.globalnk.org/commentary/view?cd=COM000044&fbclid=IwAR2uzK
dDxPIGX9 zkrOLUdYDuXwuZQ3Ja-DzYybCeOJ7m-nZkynbéWwaJjPQ

“The 10™ Anniversary of the EU-Korea Strategic Partnership”. VUB-IES Korea
Chair Policy Brief, 2020/09, July 2020; at https://www.korea-chair.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/KFVUB_ Policy-Brief-2020-09.pdf

“The 10th Anniversary of the EU-Korea Strategic Partnership” (extended Korean
version). Journal of European Union Studies, Institute for EU Studies Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies Vol. 56 October 2020; pp. 3-20. English version:
Journal of European Union Studies, pp.3-15. Republished by Brussels School of
Governance, Center for Security, Diplomacy, Strategy (March 2021) at
https://brussels-school.be/publications/journal-articles/article-michael-reiterer-
10th-anniversary-eu-korea-strategic

“The EU Defending Global Governance, the Liberal International Order, Providing
Security: The Relevance for the Asia Pacific”. Asia-Pacific Journal of EU Studies
Vol. 18 No. 1, 2020; pp. 1-19.

“The EU’s engagement in the Asia-Pacific Region”. Gilles Grin/Frangoise
Nicod/Eva Paul (eds.) Europe in the World. Fondation Jean Monnet pour I’Europe,
Collection debats et documents. Lausanne, février 2020 ; pp. 112-129.

“The EU’s engagement in the Asia-Pacific region”. Marchi, Ludovica (ed.) The
European Union and Myanmar: Interactions via ASEAN. Routledge, 2019; pp.7-25.

“The European Union in the Asia Pacific - Strategic reflections”. In Weiqing
Song/ Jianwei Wang (eds.) The European Union in the Asia Pacific: Rethinking
Europe’s Strategies and Policies. Manchester University Press (2019); pp.17-38.
(English).

“Geopolitical Cooperation with East Asia At Work”. Christian Eichle/Patrick
Ruppel/Megha Sarmah/Yeo Lay Hwee (eds.) Multilateralism in a Changing World
Order. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Singapore, 2018; pp.121-134. (English)
http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/26133-1442-2-30.pdf

“Controversy over abolition of death penalty and alternative-measures”. National
Human Rights Commission in Korea. International Seminar on Death Penalty-
International Trends and Domestic Implementation. Seoul 2018; pp.57-69
(English). Korean version pp. 43-53.

“Candlelight, Moonlight, Olympics: Korea in Transition”. KF-VUB Korea Chair at
the Institute for European Studies, Policy Brief 2018/1, January 2018
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